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By John Mcelroy

TIIK HXE Or THE POTOMAC
The Xnvy Irrpnrlnnr for Hie igtntlr

Mrusclc sih Wrll Hie Aniij lirtDuty to CIpiit Hie Ililonme llerole
llcutli of Coiniiinnilcr Viril tleCleihui
Ilnni i Crcnt Army DiflW ulty f Oli
ninli Arms Met lellanM Estimate of

CirnemN
The Navy suitl tlio lllocknclc

While the War Department was mak
ing colossal efforts to organize anc
equip tile army the Navy Department
was similarly straining its administra-
tive

¬

energies to provide for the block-
ade

¬

which the President had pro-
claimed

¬

It had been settled in inter-
national

¬

law that a paper blockade
need not be respected To be valid a
blockade must be enforced by vessels
numerous enough and strong enough
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to make any evasion hazardous The
blockade proclaimed by the President
of more than 2000 miles of coast line
on the Atlantic and the Gulf unusually
vtil supplied with entrances was a

task of greater magnitude than had
ever been before attempted by any
navy no matter how great The at-
tempt

¬

of Great Britain to blockade
the Continent against Napoleon was a
task of far less magnitude

Upon his entrance into office Sec-
retary

¬

Wells of the Navy had found
only 44 war vessels at his disposal and
many of these not of efficient class
The Department itself had suffered tho
liardly to the same extent as the War
Department from the defection of its
Southern members Isaac Toucey of
Connecticut the Secretary of the Navy
under Buchanan was that worst type
of a pro slavery man the New Eng
lander

There Is no Turk like a renegade
and no pro glaveryite like a Yankee
Toucey co operated with Secretary
Floyd of the War Department in do¬

ing all he possibly could to help the
South prepare for secession and altho
the shameful abandonment and de-

struction
¬

of the Norfolk Navy Yard did
not occur during his term yet it un-
doubtedly

¬

was due to preparatory con-
ditions

¬

under him
Within a few days after the firing

On Fort Sumter 12 out of the 78 Cap-
tains

¬

on the active list resigned or were
dismissed 39 of the 114 Commanders
and 73 of the 321 Lieutenants Between
March 4 and July 1 259 officers of the
Navy had resigned or been dismissed
besides those who had resigned when
their States went out

March 4 there were only 12 vessels
la the Home Squadron of which but
four were in Northern ports Two of
these were small steamers and one a
sailing storeship The squadron on the
coast of Africa was so far away that the
first of the vessels did not reach home
until September 13 Immediately upon
Mr Lincolns Inauguration orders were
pent to all parts of the world for the
ships to hurry home and during the
Summer they were coming in from the
remote seas

Ilulfdfnc tv Veiunels
Secretary Gideon Wells set the navy

yards of the country at work to build
additional vessels with all possible
haste In the design of these the line
was followed which had given the
American navy so much of its aston- -

kshlng success it the past that Is to
Blve each individual vessel the highest
fcpeed the handiest action and heaviest
battery possible It was this policy
Svhich had enabled the old Constitu-
tion

¬

rated as a 44 gun frigate to
fcnock out In an astonishingly short
time any British 44 gun frigato that
Ehe encountered It will be remembered
that the Guerrlere only lasted 15
minutes before the Constitution

Tho first order was for 23 small gun-
boats

¬

of about GOO tons burden which
fcvere to be as long as the frigates of
C1812 but only half as broad These
Svere Intended to outrun anything then
afloat and their armament was one 11
Inch pivot gun two 24 pound howitzers
pnd one 20 pound howitzer It was ex-

pected
¬

that their swiftness would ca

able them to choose their own posi-
tion

¬

with regard to their adversary
while their smashing 11 inch guns
would sive them a speedy victory

Next a class of steamers of the
Kcarsarge type of about 1000 tons
burden with a length of 200 feet and
a breadth of only 33 were constructed
as pirate catchers They were expected
to run down and destroy the privateers
which Jeff Davis would send out J hey
also carried an exceedingly heavy arm
ament for their size having two 11 inch
guns one 30 pound nile and four 32
pounders

Next were ordered 12 side wheel
steamers for ue in the narrow rivers
of the coast These in turn were fol
lowed by 27 side wheel steamers called
double enders since they were built

to run either backward or forward at
a speed of about 14 knots an hour

Still another class was that of the

Lackawanna steam frigates which
were longer than the old Constitution
but not so wide and carried only eight
guns where the Constitution had 00
But the guns on the Lackawanna were
one 130 pound rifle one 50 pound rilie
two 11 Inch rifles and four 9 inch
broadside guns These gave a concentr-
ated-lire of enormous weight of metal
and terrible crushing force

Altogether the Navy Department
built bought and hired more than 600
vessels during the war many of them
more powerful than any others in the
world

There was much undeserved depre-
ciation

¬

of the merchant vessels bought
for the navy Whilo these fell hhort in
some respects of the requirement
of a man-of-w- ar they were generally
stanch No 1 ships und when com-
manded

¬

by the right kind of men did
splendid service

Some of them wore capable of safely
carrying eight heavy guns and a swift
little passenger steamer carrying a 100
pound rille was a very disagreeable ob
ject to an English blockade runner

At that time the heaviest gun in the
French navy was a 30 pound rille and
the English relied on broadsides of 08- -
pound tmoothbores

The foreigners relied on tho chance- -
firing of a great number of heavy guns
while the American idea was a small
number of still heavier guns fired with
all the skill that incessant practice
could give Thus an American mer
chant steamer with a 100 pound or 150- -
pound rifle or one or two 11 Inch pivot
guns had few odds to ask of a line-o- f-

battleship Vfth a whole broadside of
lighter shorter range guns

unrilint llio Potomac
The Navy was given active service

from the very first In guarding the Po-
tomac

¬

As soon as hostilities began the Vir-
ginia

¬

troops advanced to the Potomac
to hold the right bank of the river from
Alexandria to the Chesapeake

The point of greatest importance was
held to be the mouth of Aqula Creek
about 45 miles below Washington This
was where the railroad running to
Fredericksburg and Richmond connect
ed with the steamers running to Wash
ington

It was also a point of great htralcgic
importance since the Potomac makes a
sweeping loop to the southwest which
brings It to within a few ifiiica of the
Rappahannock and within less than 70

FLOATING MINE PICKED UP BY THE PAWNEE

ndles In an air line from Richmond
Tho McCIellan never showed any recog
nition of the great strategic importance
of Aquia Creek as the door to Rich
mond Iee saw It at once garrisoned It
and began batteries there in his Jirst
preparations for defending tho State

From Alexandria to Aquia Creek the
Potomac generally skirts along close to
the Virginia blulfs and the river Is
much narrower than further down so
that batteries planted along the bluffs
could close the navigation of the river
to any but armed vessels The capture
of the Norfolk Navy Yard had given
the Confederates a full supply of the
best high power guns of that day and
they made their first effecthe use of
these in batteries along the bluffs of the
Potomac

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE WASHINGTON D C THURSDAY JULY 4 1907

To encounter these such small vessels
as could be spared for the servico were
organized into the Potomac l lolilia
May 16 and placed under the command
of Commander James H Ward whose
early and heroic death meant as much
to the Navy as Gen Nathaniel Lyons
to the Army

Commander Ward
James Harman Ward born In 1S06

was the son of Col James Ward of
Hartford Conn and educated at the
Vermont Military Academy In 1S23 he
was appointed a Midshipman on the
Constitution commanded by Commo-
dore

¬

McDonough of Lake Champlain
fame rose to the rank of Lieutenant
and gained reputation by his writings
on professional subjects He became
a professor In the Naval Academy and
was one of the progressive officers who
welcomed the advent of steam power
into tlie Navv At the outbreak of
the war he was summoned to Vvashin
ton to give the Government the benefit
of his unusual professional knowledge
He was one of the first officers assigned
to active duty and feeling keenly the
humiliation of having the main high
way to the National Capital blockaded
by the insolent enemy went earnestly
to work to drive them back He found
himself at a great disadvantage with
his small vessels armed with nothing
heavier than light 32 pounders in con-
tending

¬

with rilled nieces mounted on
the high bluffs To reach these ele-
vations

¬

his vessels had to lie off such
distances as to greatly diminish the ef
fectiveness of their fire while the enemy
had a plunging shot at him The bluffs
were densely wooded which enabled
the enemy to mask their artillery and
open upon him from unexpected places
Ho actually started in to cut the tim
ber and brush down at many places
so as to expose their lurking places
He found also that while he might de-

molish
¬

a battery during the day it
would be repaired in the n glit He
was actively employed at fnis work
during May and June while Scott
Mansfield and McDowell were holding
30000 men idly around Washington
giving him no assistance If they had
been as mucn in earnest as lie tne
whole of Virginia as far as the Rappa-
hannock

¬

would have been cleaned out
in a few weeks and no necessity for
the battle of Bull Run May 31 with
three little vessels the Anacostia Free-
born

¬

and Resolute he attacked the bat
teries at Aquia Creek and silenced
three of them only retiring when his
ammunition was exhausted The next
day having brot down the Pawnee a
sloop-of-w- ar carrying eight 9 inch
pivot puns and two 12 pounder rilles
he resumed the attack silenced the bat
teries and drove the enemy behind the
shelter of the bluffs

He received more than 1000 shots on
board and immediately around his
boats and fired upward of 300 shots
and shells expending 1700 pounds of
powder

Without ine assistance oi the army Orleans lnilwork volleys lullhad the mortification of finding new
batteries rising all along the rivei
Meanwhile he kept his men busily em- -

to gunsenemys
Maryland shore destroying their boats
In the creeks and disturbing their ef-

forts
¬

to concentrate against him
Finding tnat the enemy were prepar

ing to erect a dangerous battery at Ma
thias Point below Aquia Creek Ward
formed the plan of taking pos ¬

session of a high point below which
commanded Mathlas Point and erect
ing a battery The Confederate General
Bonham had there some 15 companies
under the command of Col Daniel Rug
gles

The Fight at MnliliM Point
Ward with parties from tho Pawnee

Resolute Reliance and Freeborn land-
ed

¬

June with axes intrenching tools
bags etc to clear away

ground under cover of vessels
uns and erect the battery The

ground was swept with a heavy fire of
grape and canister and enemy driv
en back The work was begun and
consideiablc progress made when tne
enemy appeared in such force that
ivas compelled to order a retreat and
went aboard Freeborn to direct the
fire holding vessels close the shore

The retirement was made undpr a
terrific musketry lit with sailors

displaying the greatest gallantry John
Williams Captain of the Maintop of
the Pawnee who was commanding
boat told his men that every
one of them must die upon
his thwart rather than leave any wound
ed men ashore His flag was shot away
and Williams wounded in the tliih
he snatched up flag from the water

held It aloft until his ooat accom
plished worlc and returned to the
ship with its load of wounded Lieut
Chaplin was left In command of the
men whn Commander Ward returned
to the Freeboin and managed the le
treat They had all gotten off but one
enlisted man who could not swim when
Chaplin took him and his musket on
his back and swam with him to the
boat Commander Ward saw tho gun-
ner

¬

of his bow gun shot down and he
sprang to the piece to aim and

lire it he was sighting it mlnle
bullet struck him In the abdomen in ¬

flicting a mortal wound He fell into
the of Boatswains Mate Harry
Churchill who with his other hand
pulled the lock string and sent a shell
directly into a group of the enemy kill-
ing

¬

and wounding several and scatter-
ing

¬

them Ward lived only 43 minutes
The remains were brought to Washing ¬

ton and thence sent to New York where
they lay In state on the North Carolina
which Ward had formerly commanded
ifter which they were sent to Harttord
for Interment

Au InfiTiml 3liiiilti- -

The Pawnee with her heavy long
range guns was the source of
irritation to the Confederates pnd
devised many schemes to get rid of her
One of these was the beginning of the
system of floating mines which later
played such an important part in naval
operations The first one fcent against
the Pawnee was picked by her on
the evening of July 7 Tho following is
the official descilption of It

Oil casks serving for buoys
2 2 Iron tubes four feet six Inches
long and IS inches ip diameter charged
with gunpowder 3 A three inch rope

with large pieces of cork two feet apart
4 Boxes h tp of casks with fuses

5 5 Guttapereha tubing connected
with capped tubep 6 6 Brass tops on
the torpedoes 7 7 Copper tubes run-
ning

¬

thru tho casks S Wooden plat-
form

¬

In center tf cask on which tho
fuse was cofted nd secured 9 Fuse
This infernal machine was to bo set
afloat with the tme in the direction of
the vessel to be destroyed after the
fuse or slowmateli was lighted

TIic Conqjicro of tlic Ilcliclllon
Undoubtedly at the beginning of the

war the United States infantryman was
the best armediEsoldier in the world
Willie the United States has never had
but a small Regular Army no effort has
been spared Ito mako its soldiers of the
best manlyii material available The
United States led all the world in tho
perfection of Its muskets In other
countries muskets like other guns were
made in individual factories and each
weapon was an Individual piece of work
differing according to the ideas and
methods of the gunmaker from every
other gun The United States was the
first to standardize the manufacture
of muskets The invention of the ec-

centric
¬

lathe enabled gun stocks to be
turned out very rapidly and cheaply by
machinery and they were all of exactly
the same size and pattern This initia-
tive

¬

was followed up in the manufac-
ture

¬

of other parts of the gun the lock
and its accessories being stamped out
and finished by machinery inus wnen
a gun was disabled it could be imme-
diately repaired taking another piece
whereas in the European guns each
niece bad to be made especially for it
No efforts were spared to make the
barrel and every part of the American
eun of the highest possible type and
material The remarkable success of
the Western riflemen in their victory
over the British veterans at New ¬

Jan S 1315 and our long suc
cession of Indian wars had turned the
attention of the War Department
strongly to the value of the rifle in war
and while other countries were still re- -
Ivinc iiijon the smoothbore firing an
ounce bullet and a number of buckshot
the United States Army was largely sup-
plied

¬

with rilles
Improving flie ltlfle

There was a great deal of trouble In
adapting the rille principle to military
purposes The rifle with which tho
Kentucky and Tennessee militiamen had
scored such a success at New Orleans
was a complicated and delicate weapon
Which had been developed In deer hunt-
ing

¬

and Indian warfare The barrels
were long and heavy and the powder
rather inferior Round bullets were
used which were carefully fitted into
the muzzle under a thin patch of greas
ed rabbit skin or some other delicate
even hide and forced down by a ram-
rod

¬

made of wood to avoid injuring the
delicate rifling of the barrel Usually
the rifleman in action had one bullet
in Ills gun and two in his mouth After
I niilltlaiiien at iNe ireuhetnchis wis in vain however ami I terrible there ivnu n

daring

himself

Or-

leans

which excited the curiosity of tne llrit
ish officers who knew the
Americans explained that the riflemen

he communications with the were stopping the r
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Various devices were in thl i

country and Europe to secure tne
of hie accurate firing of the

rifle without 13 attending complications
raise muzzitvj eiu jiui uijuh mu to
to shape theTjuIJcts to the riflej and
pins were put Hi the bottom chamber
upon whlchtht- - ball was driven to
spread it ouQp fit the rifles This ham-
mering

¬

however injured the rifling and
was abandoned Finally the problem
was solved by Capt Minle of the French
armv who Invented a conical outlet
with a cavity afr its base This was
rammed doyj upon the powder by an
iron ramrodAuthc force required was
not such as in luyirc the lining When
the gun wa flrqtjthe powder expanded
the edex oCthe cavity until they fitted
into thf rifling and gave the bullpt the
necessary tuirl thit insured its accu-
racy

¬

Thaprjnyiple was immediately
adopted in pijtcl States and tne
SpririgIeumusIctwJich vins Uyelopcd
was the J3ntjstiiillltary weapon in the
world atid n It in the hands of men
uhp were naturally lilernen and sharp
shooters bclpngstne credit of putting
down the reliellfon While the sanguine
advocates of other arms fill the worM
with praises of what the cavalry and

JAMES HARMAN WARD

principal

artillery accomplished yet the fact re
mains that every battle is finally decid ¬

ed by tin superiority of tiie liro of the
infantry

The United States musket of the pat
tern of 1861 had u barrel 40 inches long
with three rifles running its entire
length anil making one complete turn
The caliber was 55 of an Inch the bul
let weighed 525 grains and was fired by
a charge of 60 grains of powder The
bayonet barrel and springs were made
of the best steel and every caro was
taken to secure their perfection The
only Hirotiff rvnl the United States mus-ki- -t

had was thafl made at Enfield In
England by American machinery and
American nijjtliod The Enfield rifle
was slightly jsdiorjcr and larger In cali-
ber

¬

and wlthjOip Jnlted States rifle was
the best weapon the Confederates had
to oppose ourarjns

lilllliiiHt liij t iuc AnnN
At the besl7Ptilr of the war substan-

tially
¬

all of the rifles made on this pat-
tern

¬

had beerlsent to the South by the
traitorous HetreWry of War John B
Floyd Therevtre two great factories
employed In ihUking these weapons one
at Springfield Mass and the other at
Harpers Ferrt The destruction of thearmory at HTtKth Ferry with 15000
improved musfcctswa8 a severoblow to
the Governmtnfind greatly embarrass-
ed

¬
arming theager volunteers who as ¬

sembled to the Presidents call At that
time the Springfield armory was onlv
capable of turning out about 25000
muskets a year which were amply suf ¬

ficient for the needs of tho army and
militia Immediate steps were taken to
expand the works at Springfield first
until they would produce 8000 muskets
a month and then 15000 monthly The
pils ate armories In the country were
encouraged to go Into tho work and
were given contracts at 20 apiece for
the complete nuilets where the Gov ¬
ernment had been producing them at
Springfield at a cost of 13 5S exclusive
of cyst of administration Congress ap-
propriated

¬

10000000 to purchase
arms In Europe but our agents could

naturally only secure such arms In Ger-
many

¬

and Austro Hungary as had been
discarded to be replaced by the nower
and more improved weapons These
however were sold In great quantities
at from 5 to 30 apiece and served for
awhile to arm the new levies until they
could bo supplied by the improved and
valuable Sprlngfleld musket Such of
tho foreign guns as could bo made over
into something like the Springfield mus-
ket

¬

were so transformed but the most
of these guns were In a few months
sent to tho junk pile after they had
mado a long history of tribulations for
tho unlucky regiments which had en-
tered

¬

the field with them Many a
regiment did not get tho Improved arms
until they captured them from their
enemies upon the field of battle It will
be readily seen that the task of arming
500000 men with superior weapons was
one of the greatest magnitude and it Is
highly to the credit of tho Administra-
tion

¬

that with our moderate establish-
ment

¬

this was so soon accomplished
Tlir Light Arllllcrj--

As we saw In the late struggle with
the Boers a people entering a war al ¬

ways place an exaggerated importance
upon artillery The English were con-
fident

¬

that they were going to quickly
blow the Boers out of existence with
lyddite shells just as we thought the
dynamite sloop Vesuvius was going to
win our war with Spain The French
were going to destroy the Germans by
tho mitrailleuse Something like this
has appeared in every modern war The
end has always been the same The
war was always decided by men with
muskets

Artillery is always exceedingly im-
pressive

¬

and convincing upon the popu-
lace

¬

and men listen with greedy cre-
dulity

¬

to tho stories of artillery enthu-
siasts

¬

of sweeping away whole compa-
nies

¬

battalions and even regiments by
single blasts of shrapnel canister or
shell

In 1861 the artillery enthusiast of the
world was Napoleon III who had in ¬

vented the gun which bore his name a
light bronze 12 pounder with about the
range of a musket This was mainly
Intended for close fighting and using
canister at the critical point of the bat-
tle

¬

instead of musketry volleys
Rifle cannon were coming Into fash

ion for long range work and numerous
sanguine inventors were demonstrating
what their guns would do at four miles
range It was hoped that they would
do all the work to the saving of life to
the volunteers
rlllT of tlir Army of Hie Potomac
As Gen McCIellan was planning his

reat army upon the French system
he determined to give it the finest ar-
tillery

¬

equipment known In the history
of war Artillery is an exceedingly ex
pnsive arm and no other Nation had
ever been able to give its armies such
a complete outfit of modern guns as
MePlelian had planned Wealthy as
France and England had been yet their
arsenals and field forces had always
been encumbered with old style guns
of various caliber which they did not
feol they could afford to throw away
The Army of the Potomac was to start
in with a fresh equipment Even the
few guns in the Regular batteries were
of the most modern style McClellans
Idea was to have two and a half or three
guii3 for every 1000 men a llberallty
never before attempted The old form-
ation

¬

of field batteries of six guns was
retained with never less than four guns
and It was decided that each battery
should have pieces of uniform caliber
and character Two thirds of the guns
were to be smoothbore of the

Napoleon pattern and the other third
rifle guns Earh division was to have
four batteries with a Captain of a Reg
ular battery commanding the division
artillery In addition to this there was
to ba a reserve artillery corps of 100
guns and a siege train of 50 pieces The
organization of the artillery was put
under the direction or aiaj William i- -

Knrry who was promoted to Brigadier- -

General It was carried on with such
energy und lavishncss that in a few- -

months the field artillery reached the
colossal proportion of 92 batteries of
520 guns served by 12300 well drilled
well disciplined men l lie organization
of the artillery was a specimen of the
grand scale upon which everything con
rtccted with the Army of the Potomae
was carried on

M Ili YVHIIiiniM I In- - rcinlrer
Whatever else may be said of Me

Clillan he rose fully to the require
nients of organizing by far the finest
army that the world had ever before
seen Large as were those forces mus ¬

tered by Napoleon they fell far short
in the material enlisted and In tuo com
pleteness and excellence of the equip
ments of theriny of the Linlted States
No monarch in history ever had such
a host of first class men and such vast
resources placed completely at his dis
posal as Mccieiian rne disaster at uuu
Run had completely aroused the coun-
try

¬

as to the magnitude of tho task be ¬

fore It and Congress and the people
were willing to give to the Young Na ¬

poleon everything that he could possl
blj ask for to help him on to victory
They wanted victory so badly that they
hastened to offer the last man and the
last dollar to secure It

It is claimed by many earnest advo ¬

cates that much of the high credit to
McCIellan for tho magnificent organiza-
tion

¬

properly belongs to Seth AVllliams
one of the most accomplished officers
of the Old Army and who wore out
his life In the organization and admin
istiation He was born in Augusta Me
in 1822 and graduated from tho Mili ¬

tary Academy in 1842 entering the ar-
tillery

¬

In the Mexican War he showed
himself an earnest gallant soldier anil
was brevetted a Captain for his bril-
liant

¬

conduct at crro Gordo He was
transferred to the Adjutant Generals
Department in 1S53 and at the begin ¬

ning of the war was Adjutant Genera
of the Department of the West with the
rank of Major He was promoted to
Brigadier General of Volunteers and
made Adjutant General for the Army
of the Potomac in which he served till
the close of the war receiving brevets
for Gettysburg Petersburg Appomat ¬

tox and for gallant services in the field
during the rebellion His work exhaust ¬

ed him however and he died in 1866
at Boston at the ago of 4 I In his off-
icial

¬

order announcing his death Mnj
Gen Meade said

The public services of tho deceased
in connection with the Army of the
Potomac from its organization to with-
in

¬

a few months of its muster out at
the close of the war are too well known
to require recital There was hardly
an engagement In which lie did not take
part there Is not a portion of its rec
ords or written history that does not
bear witness to his abllitv and fidelity
and to its officers and soldier he was
especially endeared by a never failing
patience and kindness of heart that
made no labor irksome that could pro
mote tneir interests and welfare The
Genernl commanding feels that this offi-
cial

¬

notice is due not only to the public
caieer but to the private virtues of this
distinguished soldier and that In him
th- - country has lost a faithful servant
and the army a valuable associate and
friend

llericiliinM Iilrn of Hie nenrniN
McCIellan says In his book that his

Idea was to organize the army into bri ¬

gades and then into divisions When he
took the field ho was to make thf di-

visions
¬

into corps In the meanwhile
he would have an opportunity of study ¬

ing the characters of the men appointed
to the commands of brigades and divis-
ions

¬

and select those for the highly im-
portant

¬

posiions of Corps Commanders
In this matter there is the tone of com-
plaint

¬

which urns thru all of McCle-
llans

¬

book against everybody who hap-
pened

¬

to be in superior official position
He claims that they could not under
stand him or comprehend his work and
they were continually Interfering to his
great embarrassment He Is pariicularlv
severe on Gen Scott who he claims to
have been a constant obstruction Prob ¬
ably there is much truth in this as
Scott with his age and infirmities could

- M t

hardly be expected to comprehend any
thing greater than the comparatively
modest establishments with which the
United States had wtigod the wars of
1812 and Mexico Gen McCIellan gives
tho following sketches of the men
whom he had selected as Brigade Com
manders It must bo remembered nil
the time that this was penned after the
Witr when many of these men had
made their records and when McCIellan
was suffering the natural results of his
failure to meet the high expectations at
one time entertained of him

Of all men whom I have encoun-
tered

¬

In high position Halleck was the
most hopelessly stupid It was more dif
ficult to get an Idea thru his head than
can be conceived by any one who never
made tho attempt I do not think he
over had a correct military idea from
beginning to end

I left Gen Hunter in nominal com
mand of his brigade because he boro
an excellent reputation in the Old Army
and had been wounded I have never
met him personally He did not as
sume command of the brigade for as
soon as he recoveitd from his wound
the President appointed him Major
teneral of Volunteers that he might
go to Illinois and In the words of Mr
Lincoln be a sort of father to them
out there

Heintzelman also received a brl
gade he too had been wounded at
Hull Run and bore a good reputation
in the Old Army He was a very brave
man and an excellent officer

W T Sherman was almost imme
diately taken from me to accompany
Robert Anderson to Kentucky I had
a high opinion of him and parted from
him with regret

Philip Kearny received a brigade
but tho he stood high as a remarkably
daring man and good cavalry captain
in the Mexican war I had tfotsuflicient
confidence in his bruins togive him one
of the first divisions I have since
sometimes thot that I would have done
well had I given him command of the
cavalry

K V Sumner
Sumner was In California when I

assumed command he returned not
long before we took the field and at
once received a division He was an
old and tried officer perfectly honest
as bravo as a man could be conscien-
tious

¬

and laborious In many respects
he was a model soldier lie was a man
tor whom I had n very high regard and
or his memory I have the greatest re-

spect
¬

He was a very valuable man
and his soldierly example was of the
highest value in a new army A Na-
tion

¬

is fortunate that possesses many
such soldiers as was Edwin V Sumner

Franklin was one of tho best officers
I had very powerful He was a man
not only of excellent judgment but of
a remarkably high order of Intellec-
tual

¬

ability He was often badly treated
and seldom received the credit ho do
served His moral character was of the
highest and he was In all respects an
admirable corps commander more than
that he would have commanded an
army well The only reason why I did
not send him to relieve Sherman in-

stead
¬

of Buell was that I could not
spare such a man from the Array of the
Iotomac

Blencker I found and retained In
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command ot the Germans Bdrn in Ba-
varia

¬

It was said that he hjtd served
in Greece as a non commissHa offi ¬

cer and subsequently as a Colonel or
general officer In the revolutionary
army at Baden In 1S4S Hi was In
many respects an excellent soldier had
his command in excellent drill was
very fond of display but did not or
could not always restrain his men from
plundering Had he remained with me
I think that he and his division would
have done good service and rtlmt they
would have been kept under jfood dis-
cipline

¬

It would be difficult to find a
more soldierly looking set of men than
he had under his command Of his
subordinate officers the best was Gen
Stahl a Hungarian who hid served
with distinction under Georsef His
real name i believe was Count Ser-
bian

¬

Richardson was In command of a
regiment of Michigan volunteers when
I went to Washington I at icce gavo
him a brigade He was an officer of the
Old Army bull headed brave a good
disciplinarian He received His mortal
wound at Antletam

To Stone I gave a detached brigade
on the upper Potomac ground with
which he was familiar He whs a most
charming and amiable gentleman hon-
est

¬

brave a good soldier tho occasion
ally carried away by his chivalrous
Ideas He was very unfortuhate and
was as far as possible from meriting
the sad fate and cruel treatment ho met
with

I found Couch In command of a reg ¬

iment and soon gave him a brigade
He was an honest faithful and labori
ous man a brave modest ami valuable
officer

Fltz John Portrr
Fitz John Porter was on duty with

Continued on page three
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OLD LONQ BRIDGE

WAR TIME VIEW OF LONG BRIDGE AT WASHINGTON
Over this bridge 1801 1805 mar died a million men Damaged by flood

repaired remodeled rebuilt and finally torn down 1907 as an obstruction to
navigation still It will live in song and story so long as the memory of the Great
War shall last

Two iron bridges now link the Capital with the Southland and If is be-

lieved
¬

that thousands of the veterans and their sons would like a soiienir of
the old structure What better than a cane out of this well seasoned white oak
or Georgia pine It Is medium size full length with polished surface heavily
silver plated cap and steel ferrule I

Washington D C April 26 1907
I hereby agree to furnish to Col R E Whitman of the timber of Old Long

Bridge all ho may require in the manufacture of canes sawed in speijilied di-
mensions

¬

The timber will be sold to no other person for a like purpose
Signed REZIN W DARBY

Contractor for Removal of liridge
This my certificate of genuineness will go with each cane Theywill be

sold alfone dollar each and in order that every old soldier may have 6ne or ¬

der from any G A R Post or other military organization for 25 canes or more
at 75 cents each These canes will be made to supply orders until the fine
timbar is exhausted -

R E WHITMiVN
Late Col 30th Maine Vols Capt U S Cavalry Rftired

Packages of five canes or less sent by mall prepaid on receipt ck P O
Order

Address TIIK 1 B CAXK CO Washington C
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pre s work the product of the latest model Colts Armpry
Itc jS built especially for the finest letter press work In evry
respect the cards arc trie finest that good material and skilled
workmanship can pioduce J

FLAG CARDS
These cards will apneii equally to men and women whether

or not members of patrioiic orders Ve have designed these
cards especially for thosd comrades who do not claim mem ¬

bership in the Grand Army but whoso love for the Old Fla
under which they served from G1 to GO is equally sincere- -

Theo card iVe the samp dze as the G A R cards he
same two ply Plated WedAing Bristol and across the upper
left hand corner is draped the American Flag Even- - tin is
reproduced the gold cords the bronze spear the blue field
with its white stars the white and red stripes and all heavily
embossed

Oiie hundred Irg Curds with nnins and address and iV a
soldier company and regiment will Lc mailed as a premijim
for a club of two yearly subscribers at 100 each or vou iuav
send your own subscription either new or renewal and hs
subscription of another comrade
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